BBSA Handbook
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Welcome
From
The Baldwin County Youth Baseball and Softball Association

The Baldwin County Youth Baseball and Softball Association (BBSA) is very fortunate to have a volunteer base of parents and others who are dedicated to providing baseball and softball as a recreational opportunity to the children of our community.  We appreciate the efforts of all the wonderful volunteers that have given their time in the past, and we are always looking to expand the association to include more families in our program.  Without the help of parents and other volunteers, this organization could not survive.  Volunteers help keep the operating costs down and ensure that our program will continue to be responsive to our members.  We ask for all or any help that you can give us.  Please contact a Board Member or Coach if you would like to volunteer.  No contribution is too small, and all contributions are deeply appreciated.
Please print our and liberally reference this OFFICIAL HANDBOOK of the BBSA.  We prepared this handbook to provide each parent, coach, player and volunteer with a comprehensive overview of our association.

This Handbook includes the following:

· 2009 Association Board Members

· General Rules

· Baseball Rules

· Softball Rules

Our league games are played at the Baldwin County Recreation Department located on GA Highway 22 W.  We are confident that you and your family will enjoy involvement in our programs.
Baldwin County Recreation Department 
	Bill McNair
	Recreation Director
	478/445-0785
	bmcnair@balwincoutyga.com

	Traci Rollins
	Assistant Director
	478/445-0785
	trollins@baldwincoutyga.com

	JT Wall
	Athletic Supervisor
	478/445-0785
	jwall@baldwincountyga.com


Baldwin Baseball/Softball Association Board Members
	Ed Weimer
	Executive VP /

Little League Liason
	478/457-7574
	harvey.weimer@wachoviasec.com

	Teresa Dyer
	Secretary
	478/451-9177
	teresa.dyer@wachoviasec.com

	Tripp Darden
	Trophies / Uniforms
	706/347-0285
	c21ocr@aol.com

	Billy Petite
	Safety Chair
	478/234-0323
	medic408@yahoo.com

	Kevin Brown
	Umpires / Equipment
	478/456-9705
	kbrown@xtremerecovery.net

	Walter Prestwood
	President
	478/804-1637
	heritageprinting34@yahoo.com

	Sue Prestwood
	Treasurer / Concessions
	478/457-7497
	printersdozen@hotmail.com

	Mike Massey
	Equipment
	478/234-0174
	


2009 Schedule of Events

January 14 – February 27……………..……………………………………….Registration
March 9, 6:30 p.m…………………….……………..………Mandatory Coaches Meeting

Try Outs

March 16, 6:00 p.m……………………..………….5yrs. & Tell-Ball Players New to Park

March 17, 6:00 p.m…………………...………………7yrs & Rookie Players New to Park

March 19, 6:00 p.m…………………....9&11 yr olds & Mite/Midget Players New to Park

March 21, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m……………………………………Doyle Baseball Clinic

March 30………………………………………………...…………………Practice Begins

April 13…………………………………………………Season Begins (Except Wee-Ball)

May 4……………………………………………..………………Wee Ball Season Begins

Association Bylaws

ARTICLE I
Organization

The name of the organization is “Baldwin Baseball and Softball Association”, herein referred to as BBSA.  The official mailing address of the Association is 
Post Office Box 747, Milledgeville, GA 31059.

ARTICLE II

Purpose

The purpose of the BBSA is to provide for the organization and implementation of a fun, sound and competitive Baseball & Softball program for boys and girls of Baldwin County and surrounding communities.

ARTICLE III

Mission

It is the mission of BBSA to foster the development of strong character, a right attitude and a sense of responsibility and citizenship in all youngsters using the games of baseball and softball as vehicles.  It is the purpose of BBSA to achieve this goal through professionalism and fair play, good sportsmanship and congenial fellowship, with adult volunteer leaders providing the example.  It is also the purpose of BBSA to be attentive to the need of the local community and to address their needs when possible.  It is strictly against the policy of BBSA for any person, either as a participant or a spectator, to engage in arguments, use abusive language, to harass umpires, or to exhibit any behavior not in concert with the general intent of the policy statement.  The BBSA is a non-profit organization.
ARTICLE IV

The Governing Body

1. The governing body of BBSA is comprised of 4 Officers:  President, Executive Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer; 8 Members at Large; and a representative from the Recreation Department.
2. The governing body will meet monthly or upon the request of the President, except during the regular season.

3. The governing body may replace members who are absent for two or more meetings.  A quorum of the governing body will consist of a majority of the members and may approve a recommendation on the table.

4. All members of the governing body will have voting power, with the exception of the President, who will vote to break a tie, or if needed to make a quorum.

5. This is a working board.  All board members are expected to be responsible for at least one of the major functions of the association (i.e. equipment, fundraising, trophies, etc.)

ARTICLE V

Meetings

Regular meetings will be held at times fixed by the President and agreed upon by the executive board.  A meeting is required at the completion of the Baseball/Softball season for the purpose of facilitating the preparation of the financial statement and electing officers.

ARTICLE VI

Membership

Any adult who has a child participating in the program Spring or Fall of the current year or is in some authorized capacity and is in good standing with the program, is considered a member.  Any member present at a meeting may nominate candidates for the BBSA board.

ARTICLE VII

Election of Officers and Staff

1. Officers/Staff will be elected by a majority/quorum of the BBSA board either by show of hands, or upon request, a written ballot.  If more than one person is running for a position, the nominees will be given 2 minutes to state their reasons to run for this position.  An elected Officer/Staff will assume duties on the date elected.
2. The President of the board must have had at least 2 years experience on the BBSA Board of Directors.  This does not apply to other positions on the board.

3. Unfilled board positions may be filled by a majority of the elected board members nominating and voting on candidates interested in the positions.

ARTICLE VIII

Nominations and/or Officer Replacement

1. The President may appoint a nominating committee consisting of three (3) people from the Governing Body who will select a list of candidates.

2. All candidates and any nominee from the floor must be willing to serve his/her term for the full calendar year.

3. The names of all nominees will be entered on a single ballot and submitted to the membership present at the annual meeting.  Those nominees getting the greatest number of votes will be deemed to have been elected as the new Governing Body.
4. A minimum of two-thirds (2/3) of the Governing Body must live in Baldwin County.  A list of the names, addresses and phone numbers of the newly elected Governing Body must be sent to the Baldwin County Recreation Department Recreation Supervisor within thirty (30) days of the election.

5. A candidate may not be placed in nomination without the express written or verbal consent of the candidate.  The nominating committee recommendations will serve as verbal confirmations from those candidates on the ballot.

6. All financial obligations to BBSA must be satisfied to be eligible to be nominated for any position.

7. Any Officer/Staff unable to complete his or her term will be replaced by appointment of the Governing Body.  Any Officer that resigns before completing his or her term will not be eligible to run for an elected position for a period of two (2) years.  (Exception:  If an Officer member has to resign for health reasons or health reason of a family member, or if approved by a majority of the Governing Board).
8. The Governing Body will approve all Committee Chairs.

ARTICLE IX

Appointed Positions

Appointed positions are filled by the Governing Body present at the time of appointment.  Appointees do not have to attend the meetings of the Governing Body unless they are invited by the Governing Body and may not cast votes at a meeting of the Governing Body.

ARTICLE X

Code of Conduct
It is the policy of BBSA to promote the development of strong character, a right attitude and a sense of responsibility and citizenship in BBSA players.  The purpose of BBSA is to achieve this goal through fair play and good sportsmanship with adult leaders, managers, coaches and parents providing the example.

Therefore:

1. No player, manager, coach or parent will engage in trash talking, fights, use obscene language, or make threatening gestures towards any other participant or spectator in the park.

2. All players, managers and coaches will wear their uniform in the approved manner and maintain a neat appearance.  No modifications will be allowed without BBSA approval.

3. Any player, manager, coach or spectator suspected of being under the influence of alcohol or any controlled substance will be immediately removed from the park.

4. No tobacco products are allowed on the playing field (County ordinance # ???)
5. Coaches are responsible for the behavior of parents attending the game.

Penalties:

1st Ejection:  Players will serve suspension in full uniform and be in dugout (by start of game) when next game is played at BBSA facility.  Coaches will serve automatic one game suspension.

2nd Ejection:  Player must submit request in writing for review by BBSA Board, explaining why he/she should be allowed to continue participation in league.  Coaches will have automatic expulsion from league.

ARTICLE XI

Pre-draft Player Evaluation

(Commonly referred to as “tryouts”)

The Governing Body will schedule the registration and pre-draft player evaluation dates.  Player evaluations may be waived for a particular age group by agreement among the appropriate league coordinator and Governing Board.
ARTICLE XII

The Draft

The drafts for each particular league will be scheduled by the age group league coordinator (with the approval of the Governing Board) of that group.

ARTICLE XIII

Uniforms and Equipment
1. Uniforms and equipment and/or their replacement are the responsibility of each head coach.  BBSA provides the necessary baseballs, softballs and catching equipment.  BBSA will supply a complete uniform for each player.  Players must provide their own baseball shoes, glove and NOCSAE approved batting helmet.  
2. Teams must wear league-supplied uniforms at all games.  It is the responsibility of each Team Manager to collect and turn in all playing equipment assigned to the team, and owned by BBSA at the end of the official local league season.  Team managers and coaches will also be required to wear a league supplied uniform/shirt.
3. Each Team Manager will be required to sign a $250 promissory note as deposit for equipment.  If equipment is not returned at the end of the season the promissory note will be executed by legal means.

4. BBSA will make available an approved list of team names for coaches to choose from.

5. All players must wear BBSA supplied regulation uniforms while participating in local league games of tournaments.  If a player does not have any part of the regulation uniform for a particular game, he may participate at the discretion of the umpire.

6. Metal cleats are prohibited.

7. All “All Star” teams representing BBSA shall use the uniforms determined by the Governing Body.  

ARTICLE XIV

Rules of Play

1. For baseball and softball, the most recent Little League or GRPA (or other governing body) rules shall apply, as determined by the league.

2. In the event a rule is not covered by any of the above, the “National Federation of High School Rules” shall govern.

ARTICLE XV

Protests

1. All disputed actions will be handled on the field and resolved by the umpire-in-charge.  The decision is final.

ARTICLE XVI

All Star Team and Coaches Selection

1. The selection for All Star Players will be done before the coaches are elected.

2. The number of All Star teams will reflect the minimum numbers that must be provided per the guidelines of the organization sponsoring the All Star tournaments.

3. The All Star Coaching Staff will consist of a Manager and two (2) Coaches (or as per guidelines of the organization sponsoring the All Star tournament).  The head coach will be nominated and voted on by the Managers of each team in their respective division.  The Coach receiving the most votes will be the Manager.

ARTICLE XVII

Manager and Coaches

1. Managers and coaches for teams are approved by the Governing Board and Baldwin County Recreation Department (BCRD).
2. Background checks will be conducted for each applicant.

3. The coaching staff will consist of a Manager and assistant coach (or as per guidelines of the specific league).  Parents are encouraged to assist managers and coaches in practices, scorekeeping and, at the manager’s discretion, in the dugout.

ARTICLE XVIII

Rescheduling

Games cancelled, postponed or called because of rain, curfew, Acts of God or by the BCRD or designated league Official, with approval of the appropriate Board member will be rescheduled at the next available time during which there is field space.  Rescheduling games shall be the responsibility of the league coordinator working with the BCRD.
ARTICLE XIX

Team and Player Responsibility

1. Teams will be responsible for the cleanliness and sanitation around their dugouts and spectator stands.

2. Each player may be asked to participate in fund raising activities of BBSA, as established by the Governing Body.

3. All fundraising activities must be approved by the Governing Board, including those at the team level.
4. Any unpaid obligations will prevent registration for future seasons until the obligations are discharged.

ARTICLE XX

Post-Season Travel Policy

To be decided by the Governing Body on an annual basis.

ARTICLE XXI
Financial
1. The Governing Body shall set out procedures to be followed for purchasing any items.  The Governing Body shall meet (as necessary) to review and approve purchases submitted.

2. All BBSA officers shall be bonded.

General Playing Rules

1.00    General Playing Rules

1.01  The VISITORS team shall occupy the third base dugout.  The HOME team  
shall occupy the first base dugout.  Both teams and parents are responsible for 
cleanup of their dugout and stands after each game.
1.02  Only the manager may represent or speak for the team unless otherwise 
requested by the Manager.

1.03  No player will be allowed to wear any type of metallic or plastic jewelry, 
including earrings.  No watches or hard plastic visors may be worn.  Sweatbands or 
other types of similar (soft) wraps are permitted except for pitchers.  Pitchers may not 
wear shirts with white sleeves on their throwing arms nor will they be allowed to 
wear any eyewear other than non-tinted prescription eyeglasses.  In addition, arm 
bands or any other such items worn on arms may not be worn by a pitcher.

1.04  A five-minute field warm-up practice will be given each team regardless of 
when the preceding game ended.  The home team will occupy the field immediately 
prior to the commencement of the game.

1.05  In the event of rain or other acts of GOD, members of the Governing Board, in 
consultation with the umpires and the BCRD, will determine whether playing 
conditions are safe.  A waiting period of no more than thirty (3) minutes will be 
allowed to start (or restart) a game.  If, after that time, plan cannot be started or 
resumed, the game will be rescheduled to the next available time slot including 
Sundays.
1.06  Please note that games suspended or postponed (before they are official games) 
due to rain or other acts of God may be rescheduled, if necessary by the BCRD.

1.07  Please note, in the event that lightning is present during a fame or practice, 
players must evacuate the fields and organize under and/or around the concession 
stand for a minimum of fifteen minutes after each lightning sighting.  Within the 
waiting period, if lightning does not appear, play may resume.  A maximum of two 
waiting periods may be utilized.  After a game postponement, if there is still lightning 
present, the umpires may postpone the game until it can be rescheduled by the 
appropriate league authorities.

1.08  For the purposes of determining whether another inning can start, the next 
inning will be considered started when the third out of the previous inning is made.  If 
time and innings remain based on the game time limits listed for each age group, then 
play will be allowed to continue.  Once it is determined there is time for a new inning 
to begin, both teams will have their at-bat unless the home team is ahead in the score 
when it would normally be their turn at bat.

1.09  Only players listed on the official team roster and coaches will be allowed on 
the field during games.  Scorekeepers and/or team parents may be allowed in the 
dugout area. 

1.10  Substitutes may be allowed to play in place of missing players from a team’s 
roster but may only be used if a team has less than the required number of players.  
Substitutes must be announced to opposing team Managers who must agree to the 
substitution before the substitute will be allowed to play.  Substitutes will not be 
allowed after the game has begun.  Substitutes must be within the age bracket of the 
league or younger and must be a currently registered member in good standing with 
BBSA and be listed on the roster of another team with BBSA.
1.11  Each player will be given one warning for “slinging the bat”.  The second 
occurrence in the same game will result in that player being called out.  The umpire 
must notify the official scorekeeper of each warning.

1.12  The home play umpire shall signal “time” for the official start of each game.  
The home scorekeeper is considered the “official scorer” and should note this start 
time in his/her book.  Time limits will be measured form this time forward.  The 
home plate umpire shall designate the “official” watch.

1.13  Participation trophies for players, coaches, sponsors, etc. are to be given by the 
BBSA.  Any other post-season awards are voluntary.

1.14  All players who are eligible to participate in a game shall be placed in the 
batting order and bat consecutively in that order.  The batting order is not dependent 
on where or if the players are listed defensively.  In the event teams have an uneven 
number of players, the coach of the team with a higher number of players has the 
option of using a continuous batting order or continuously bat the same number of 
players as the team with the lesser number.  In this event, all substitution playing 
rules (6 outs defensively, at least one at bat) still apply.
1.15  If a team is playing with less that ten (10) softball players or nine (9) baseball 
players, but has seven (7) or more available to start the game, then the team will not 
be penalized by receiving an out for the missing players.  Players arriving after the 
game has started may be put into the game, but must bat as the last batter after the 
other batters who started the game.

1.16  Substitute runners are allowed only when a batter or a runner is injured.  If there 
are two outs and the runner on base for the batting team is the defensive catcher, the 
manager of the batting team has the option to have a substitute runner for the catcher.  
The substitute runner shall be the player that made the last out.
1.17  A manager may choose to “sit out” a player for disciplinary reasons.  The 
manager must inform the home plate umpire and the opposing manager and/or 
scorekeeper of this situation at the time rosters are exchanged.  If a manager “sits out” 
or removes a player from a game he/she must inform his/her age group league 
coordinator of the circumstances.

1.18  Sliding is permitted, but not required.  However, slide attempts must be made to 
avoid a collision while reaching the base if a play is being made.  Any non-sliding 
action that, in the judgment of the umpire, is made that causes a collision will result in 
that player being called out.  If the runner called out for this action is the last out of 
the inning, all runs scored prior to the called third out will count.

1.19  A team failing to field at least seven (7) eligible players within fifteen (15) 
minutes after the scheduled start time shall forfeit the game unless otherwise stated.  
A team shall be allowed to complete a game, in the case where sickness, injury to a 
player of players, or personal reason after the start of the game causes a team to have 
fewer that seven (7) uniformed players.

1.20  Free defensive substitutions are permitted during regular season play and local 
tournaments provided that minimum play requirements, as stated in the age group 
rules, are met.  (Baseball pitchers are to be governed by Little League or other 
appropriate governing body.

1.21  No soft toss or hitting of the ball against the fence will be allowed.  Soft toss is 
allowed in batting cages.

1.22  All batters and base runners in all age divisions must wear batting helmets while 
on the playing field until the return to the dugout.  If a batter or a runner removes 
their helmet prior to returning inside of the dugout, the umpire shall warn them.  A 
second violation by that batter or runner may result in their immediate ejection from 
the game.

1.23  When a defensive player is hurt, while the ball is in play, it is up to the umpire’s 
discretion to top play.  It will be the umpire’s decision to award the batter and runners 
any additional base(s) based on his/her opinion of the impact of the defensive player’s 
injury on the actual play.
2.00  Coaches & Conduct

2.01  Manager and coach applicants must fill out a coaching application.  All “Manager Candidates” must be certified through the certification program endorsed by the Governing Body.  If a manager or coach does not obtain certification, disciplinary action can be taken.  Manager selections will be reviewed based on the following sequence:
1.  A Manager returning to the same league as the prior year.

2.  An officially designated assistant coach desiring to be a manager in the same 
league which he/she coached during the prior year.

3.  A Manager moving up or down to the next age group.

4.  An officially designated assistant coach moving up or down to the next age 
group.

5.  The Governing Board may also consider other factors when reviewing 
potential coaches, such as having a child in a particular age group, experience as a 
player, umpire or administrator with this or other baseball/softball programs, or 
having completed coaching clinics.

6.  In the event of a tie, the Governing board, having been provided credible 
information, shall determine who the head coach will be.

2.02  Coaching assignments are not automatic from year-to-year but will be based on the sequence outlined above as well as the conduct/sportsmanship and positive coaching abilities displayed by each applicant.  The Governing Body of BBSA reserces the right to withdraw coaching privileges from anyone at any time.

2.03  All issues or problems regarding the conduct of players, assistant coaches or fans will be directed by the umpires to the on-site security personnel.

3.00  Registration & Draft

3.01  For the purpose of determining “age” for player evaluation and draft, playing age shall be determined by the age of the child, not whether the player has “played up” in previous years.
3.02  A player may “play up” in the next higher age bracket only with the approval of his/her parent(s), and the Governing Body.  This must be requested at registration time and the player must tryout before final determination is made.  All-Star elgibility will be determined by the sponsoring tournament organization.
3.03  “Playing Down” or playing in a lower age group must be approved by the Governing Board.
3.04  All players in the draft will be given a rating based on their skill and age.  If there is not enough information available to rate a child the child will be unrated.  Pitchers and catchers for live pitch leagues will also be noted.
3.05  Coaches will be designated before the draft begins.

3.06  The following combinations will be allowed


Head Coach – Assistant



Head Coach – Sponsor
3.07  Before the draft starts each head coach will declare a maximum of two protections.  At this time, all unrated players will be discussed in an effort to assign a rating.  Protections must be a coaches or sponsors child.  If a child is protected he may only be drafted by who protected him.

Exception:  If one or both of the protections has siblings you will be allowed more than two protections.  All siblings of protections will also count as protections.
3.08   After the protections are declared there will be a drawing for the draft order.
3.09   Coaches may draft any rated player from the draft sheet that is available and not protected.

3.010   About drafting your protected players – based on ages in Mite league

If you have 10-1 protected he must be picked before you pick anyone else.

If you have 9-1 protected, be must be picked before you pick any other 9-1 or anyone below a 9-1.  If there are any 10-1’s available, you may pick a 10-1 before your protected 9-1.

If you have a 10-2 protected, he must be picked before you pick any other 10-2 or anyone below a 10-2.  If there are any 9-1’s or better available, you may pick them before your protected 10-2.

If you have a 9-2 protected he must be picked before you pick any other 9-2 or anyone below a 9-2.  If there are any 10-2’s or better available you may pick them before your protected 9-2.

ETC.

3.011   Siblings will be chosen for same team during the draft based on age and ability.  The lower rated sibling will go to the higher rated siblings team.

3.012  Once all rated players are drafted, all un-rated players will be randomly       distributed.

3.013   Trades will be allowed only if every head coach unanimously agrees

3.014   There will be a member of BBSA or BCRD at each draft.

3.015   Players rated at a #1 must be distributed evenly.

Example:  No team may have three #1’s unless every other team has at least two #1’s

Before the draft, the maximum number of #1’s will be declared based on the number of #1’s and teams. 

3.016   At the end of each age group’s draft all additional players will be added off the waiting list.  The waiting list will be maintained be the BCRD and the Governing Body.

3.017   Trading of players is only permitted with 100% approval of all coaches prior to exiting the draft on draft night.  All other draft proposals must be presented before the Governing Body within 48 hours of the draft.

3.018   The purpose behind the rating is so the managers can then fairly draft teams as equitable as possible for the benefit of the players.

3.019   Each team shall draw a sequence number prior to the first round of player drafting.

4.00  Grievances

4.01  The Grievance Committee shall consist of the Governing Body and the Chief of Umpires.  Grievances are accepted only for rules violations, not judgment calls on the part of the umpires.  The following procedure shall govern the filing, review, action and appeal on official protests.

4.02  A verbal or written grievance may be presented for consideration to any board member of recreation department employee within 48 hours for the conclusion of the game subject to grievance.

4.03  The Governing Body may, at its discretion, call for the affected parties to appear before the committee for further explanation.  The Governing Body shall make its determination and the outcome of the protest shall be delivered to each coach involved in a timely matter.
4.04  A grievance is not a protest.  The outcome of a grievance will not affect the game in question.

5.00  Teams
5.01  The number of teams in each age group, number of players allowed per team, must be recommended by the baseball/softball rules committee, and be approved by the Governing Body prior to player drafts and team assignments.

5.02  If the number of players registered exceeds the preset limits established above, then a priority waiting list will be used and be maintained by the BCRD and BBSA.  A player will be added to a team based on the following criteria:



1.  to help equalize the number of players on each team


2.  to replace an injured, expelled, or otherwise inactive player with a 
player of relatively equal caliber.

The identification of the waiting list players will not be divulged to any coach under    any circumstances.

An attempt will be made to have all teams in all age groups start the season with an 
equal number of players.

The “eligible’ waiting list will be maintained by the Governing Board.  An additional 
uniform will be given to any team adding players from the “waiting list”.

6.00
ALL STARS

6.00 Coaches, to be properly prepared for All Star voting, are expected to evaluate all players in their age group during the regular season.  The league coordinator will schedule the All Star selection meeting.  Each team will have one (1) vote.  Coaches must be present to vote unless a written proxy is delivered to a Board representative prior to the balloting.
6.01 Each manager and coach will be asked to nominate those players on his/her team deemed qualified for All Star consideration.  The manager or coach should be prepared to give a brief explanation as to why each player named should be considered for the team.  Once nominations are complete, the league coordinator may bring up for discussion additional players for potential nomination.  A majority vote of coaches (or their proxies) will be needed to add a player to the ballot.

6.02 A vote will be held to determine the first ten (10) spots on the roster.  Voting will be only for those players nominated pursuant to section 6.02.  The ten players with the most votes will be selected for the team.

6.03 The head All Star coach will then be determined pursuant to Article XVI of the BBSA Bylaws.

6.04 The head All Star coach may individually pick the remaining players from the current list of nominees to fill out his/her roster.

6.05 Once all players have been selected for All Star competition, the head All Star coach may select his/her assistant coach(es).  The number of assistant coaches chosen depends on the governing organization’s rules regarding number of assistant coaches.

6.06 If the league is eligible to field more than one team (based on governing body’s rules), a second All Star team and coaching staff will be selected using the same process as outlined above.

6.07 All players and coaches should attend all practices and games.  No more than two (2) unexcused absences will be permitted.  Excused absences are defined as death in the family or personal injury/illness.  Players or coaches exceeding this limit may be removed from the All Star team roster.  Removal of a player must be in writing and be approved by the league President and Executive VP baseball/softball.  

Baseball/Softball

Rookie League Rules
Coach Pitch

***GHSA and GRPA Rules and Regulations Shall Govern Play except as amended below***
1. Games will have a one (1) hour and 15 minute time limit or six (6) innings.  A new inning cannot start with less than 10 minutes left in the regulation time limit and will be designated by the umpire. 

2. 10 players in field (4 outfielders).

3. There will be 3 strikes, 5 pitch max.  3 outs each inning.  No walks.

4. There will be free substitution on defense only (any 10-any inning).  Substitutions must be made at the top of the fourth inning and be reflected in the batting order.

5. There will be a continuous batting order.

6. 5-run rule (other team goes to bat after 5 runs are scored).  Except in the designated last inning.

7. Courtesy runner for the catcher with 2 outs.

8. Head first sliding, with a helmet with a facemask, constitutes an automatic out.  A dive back to a base on a pick off or a base overrun is not considered a head first slide.

9. Cup required for the catcher.

10. One umpire, 3 offensive coaches and 1 defensive coach not on the field.

11. Possible two umpires on the field at post season (one at pitchers mound and one behind the plate).

12. The home team is expected to submit game summary sheets to the recreation staff after every game (win or lose), which in turn will be submitted to the newspaper to print.  Blank summary sheets will be provided at the concession stand.

13. The home team is required to keep the “official” scorebook.

14. In the case of a tie, there will be an additional 30 minutes added to the game (regular season).  If still tied, the game will be rescheduled to be played at the end of the season but before the tournament. This rescheduling will be done only if the outcome of the game affects the standings of 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place.
15. No infield fly rule.

16. Mercy rule: 12 runs after 5 innings.

17. A team must have 7 players to start the game.  If an additional arrives, he will go to the vacant spot in the line up.  There will be no automatic outs for missing players in the line up.

18. All players must start at least every other game.
19. In the event of a rain out, the game will resume at the point of suspension.  The game will not start over.

20. If the coach/pitcher is hit be a batted ball within the pitching circle, it is considered a dead ball.  If the coach/pitcher is hit be a batted ball outside the pitching circle, it will be an automatic out.

21. In the event of a tie, the league championship will be determined by a playoff game.

Mite/Midget Baseball/Softball

 League Rules
***Little League Rules and Regulations Shall Govern Play 

Except as amended below***

1. Games will have a 1 hour and 30 minute time limit or six (6) innings.  A new inning cannot start with less than 10 minutes left in the regulation time limit and will be designated by the umpire.  Umpire must notify both coaches.

2. There will be free substitution on defense only.  (Any 10-Any Inning)

3. Substitutions must be made by the top of the fourth inning and be reflected in the batting order.

4. A team must have seven (7) players to start the game.  If an additional player arrives, he/she will go to the vacant spot in the line up.  There will be no automatic outs for missing players in the line up.

5. There will be a six (6) run rule in effect in all games.  After six (6) runs have been scored in a half inning, the teams will change sides, except in the last inning and will be designated by the umpire.

6. All players must start at least every other game.

7. Headfirst sliding, with a helmet with a facemask, constitutes an automatic out.  A dive back to a base on a pick off or a base overrun is not considered a head first slide.

8. Cup required for catcher.

9. Extra hitters (EH) are mandatory.  The extra hitter (EH) is not considered a starting position.  EH must start the next game.  A players cannot be used as an EH but once every three (3) games.

10. The home team is expected to submit game summary sheets to the recreations staff after every game (win or lose) which in turn will be submitted to the newspaper to print.  Blank summary sheets will be provided at the concession stand.

11. The home team is required to keep the “official” scorebook.

12. Mercy rule – 10 runs after 5 inning, 15 runs after 4 innings.

13. In the case of a tie, there will be an additional 30 minutes added to the game with a 2-hour time limit total (regular season).  If still tied, the game will be rescheduled to be played at the end of the season but before the tournament.  This rescheduling will be done only if the outcome of the game affects the standings of 1st, 2nd or 3rd place.

14. In the event of a rainout, the game will resume at the point of suspension.  The game will not start over.

15. In the event of a tie, the league championship will be determined by a playoff game.

16. Baseball owner pitchers – Little League rules apply.
17. Girls Mite League only:  Park Rule:  There will be no “walks”.  An offensive coach will deliver the remaining number of “strikes” to the hitter.  While the coach/pitcher is on the mound, no stealing of any base will be allowed.

18. Stealing permitted once ball reaches the plate in baseball.  In softball, stealing is permitted upon release of the ball.
19. You can steal home.

20. You are only required to consecutive bat as many players as the opposing team.
Junior League Rules
***GHSA and GRPA Rules and Regulations Shall Govern Play 

Except as amended below***

1. Games will have a 2 hour time limit or seven (7) innings.  All players must play 3 innings and bat once.  A new inning cannot start with less than 10 minutes left in regulation time limit and will be designated by the umpire.

2. A team must have (7) players to start the game.  The vacant spot in the line up will not be outs.  If an additional player arrives, he will go to the vacant spot in the line up.  (Tournament and season)

3. If all starters have met the minimum playing requirements (3 innings played, one at bat) substitutions must be made at the top of the fourth inning.  If all starters have not met the minimum requirements after three innings of play, substitutions will be required at the time that all starters have met the minimum requirements.

4. Extra hitter (EH) will be mandatory.  Player may be extra hitter a maximum of once every three games.  Extra hitter is not considered a starting position.

5. All players must start every other game.

6. The home team is expected to submit game summary sheets to the recreation staff after every game (win or lose) which in turn will be submitted to the newspaper to print.  Blank summary sheets will be provided at the concession stand.

7. The home team is required to keep the “official” scorebook.

8. In the event of a rainout, the fame will resume at the point of suspension.  The game will not start over.

9. In case of a tie, there will be an additional 30 minutes added to the game with a 2 hour and 30 minute time limit total (regular season).  If still tied, the game will be rescheduled to be played at the end of the season but before the tournament.  This rescheduling will be done only if the outcome of the game affects the standing of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
10. Pitchers – Regular Season – If a pitcher pitches 3 innings and one pitch, he must have 2 days rest before he can pitch again.  A maximum of 10 innings per week, 7 innings maximum per day.

11. GRPA tournament pitching rules will apply for past season tournament rules.

12. No metal cleats allowed on artificial pitching mounds.

Senior League Rules

Senior League baseball is designed to offer a program to young adults ages 15 to 18 years of age.  The league is operated under the open league format.  The rules that govern the Senior League are the current Georgia High School rules for baseball.  The games shall have a two hour time limit.  In the event of a tie the game shall be extended 30 minutes.  Standings are not kept and all starts are not a part of this program.  The main thrust of this program is to play and learn baseball at a higher level.

[image: image1.jpg]



1
[image: image2.emf]

[image: image2.emf]